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whereas somehow their grandparents had transmitted such
values to their parents." I could say precisely the same

thing about the Christians in America.

We need a spiritual awakening that will not only
dynamically influence the social and political life of this

country but answer the deepest needs of our youth.

It is a demonstrated fact that the revivals in ancient
Israel and the revivals in the history of the Christian Church
have contributed much to the well-being of the nations. Time
after time these revivals brought about a change in the moral
and spiritual climate. 01ld grudges were wiped out, wrongs were
rectified, sins were confessed and forgiven, a new concern for
one's neighbor ensued and moral strength was infused into the

youth of revived nations.

I have often wondered what would happen inlAmerica if the
zeal for righteousness that at times characterized ancient
Israel, and which is reflected among some Jewish sons and
daughters today, was mingled with'the revival zeal displayed by
early American Christians. I believe that God is calling us

to this kind of an awakening.
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When Jehoshaphat ascended the throne of Judah in the
9th Century before Christ, his country, like ours, had
experienced long, costly struggles and was surrounded by
threatening foes. Earnestly young Jehoshaphat sought God's
help for his people. There began an era of peace almost
unparalleled in the history of Judah and Israel, an era later
brought to an end only by Jehoshaphat's own misdeeds. As |
recorded in II Chronicles 17:9-10: "They taught in judah, and
had the book of the law of the Lord with them; and went about
throughout all the cities of Judah and taught the people, and
thelfear of the Lord fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands
that were round about Judah so that they made no war against

Jehoshaphat."

World leaders warn about the possibilities of a terrifying
Third World War. But when Jehoshaphat led the nation back to
God and back to the Scriptures, the Bible says "The fear of
the Lord fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were round

about Judah so that they made no war against Jehoshaphat."

Suppose the Word of Jehovah God were to rule America
PeuRARROL [
completely. Would not thefféaﬁgéf God fall upon the other
nations of the world? I believe that a nation steeped in the
Judeo-Christian Scriptures offers more national security than

the costliest array of armaments, the strongest military alliances,
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the wisest statesmenship and the most painstaking diplomacy.
America wholly dedicated to God, entirely obedient to His Word,

could enjoy the same promise of peace and blessing Judah

‘enjoyed in the days of Jehoshaphat.

Spiritual renewal in America will come only if we follow
Solomon's admonition in II Chronicles 7:14: "If My people,
which are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray,
and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will
I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal

their land."

This quest for remnewal demands from all of us the
sacrificial commitment of self fo éod and to righteousness.
We cannot stay as we are. We must not slide deeper in the
direction we are going morally! We must change! We must move

forward!

In the ancient synagogues of Israel upon the completion
of the reading of any of the Books of Moses, it was the custom
for the congregation to exclaim, '"Be strong, be strong, and let

us strengthen one another!"

In like manner, when we see each other under the enemies’

attack, let us encourage and strengthen one another.
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I would say to both Christian and Jew today, "Be strong!

Be strong! And let us strengthen one another!"”
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